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In truth, the instance which we have lately speci-
fied, of the loose system of these nominal Christians,
betrays a fatal  absence  of the principle inadequate
which  is   the very  foundation of all re-/^«ro/
ligion.    Their slight notions of the guilt God"
and evil of sin discover an utter want of all suitable
reverence for the Divine Majesty.    This principle
is justly termed in  Scripture, " the beginning of
wisdom;"" and there is perhaps no one quality which
it is so much the studious endeavour of the sacred
writers to impress upon the human heart5.
Sin is considered in Scripture as rebellion against
the sovereignty of God, and every different act of
it equally violates his law, and, if persevered in,
disclaims his supremacy. To the inconsiderate and
the gay, this doctrine may seem harsh, while, vainly
fluttering in the sunshine of worldly prosperity, they
lull themselves into a fond security. " But the day
of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in
the which the Heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat, the earth also and the works that
are therein shall be burned up."—" Seeing then
that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner
of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation
and godliness6!1' We are but an atom in the
universe—worlds upon worlds surround us, all
probably full of intelligent creatures, to whom, now
or hereafter, we may be a spectacle, and afford an
example of the Divine procedure. Who then shall
take upon him to pronounce what might be the issue,
if sin were suffered to pass unpunished in one corner
of this universal empire 1 Who shall say what con-
fusion might be the consequence, what disorder it
might spread through the creation of God ? Be this
however as it may, the language of Scripture is clear
5	Job xxviii. 28.   Psalm cxi. 10.   Prov. i. 7 ; ix. 10.
6	2 Peter iii. 10, 11.

